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It lies in the nature of photography to be linked to the past. Photography is not able to entirely distance itself from the there 
and then, no matter how much we attempt to blur or crop certain details and fragments in the picture. Only a complete image 
editing, such as the removing of a figure as a whole or the complete blending out of the surroundings and background allow 
for a new encoding – breaking the former references to time and space. 

Sissi Farassat’s sequined pictures investigate and reflect essential aspects of perception and the aesthetics of the photographic 
image. She isolates the photographed subject, mostly a person but at times also objects, by covering the large surrounding sur-
faces around the figures with a semi-transparent, dazzling sequined carpet. Thus the context is eliminated and the subjects are 
captured in an abstract surrounding covering all references to time and space with a glamorous hand-embroidered texture. The 
sequins thereby replace the there and then with a here and now in their materiality and absence. The sensuous materiality of 
the sequins is completely alien to photography, yet their sensibility to light and their distinctive reflective quality is mirrored in 
the aspects of photographic exposure. Moreover, Farassat makes reference to early icon painting, where genuine gold leaf was 
used to represent light in the background of these sacred images. Due to their abstract sequin surfaces, Farassat’s photographic 
works are endowed with a spiritual aura placing them in the long tradition of iconic images. The artist manages to create a 
unique work of art (which cannot be copied through mechanic reproduction) without denying the medium of photography 
which lies at the core of the work.
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born in Tehran, Iran in 1969
lives and works in Vienna, Austria
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